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CORUS (funded by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs) basically serves as a research network which bring together the skills of geographers from the three countries (France, Morocco and South Africa), and from different institutions.  The present CORUS programme is an extension of the project on “Territories, Decentralisation and Devolution” and was funded by the IRD in France and the NRF in South Africa. The Development Democracy Programme (DDP) is a NPO funded by the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation (Germany).  The DDP has an applied interest in the theme of territorial restructuring.  The DDP played a major role in providing financial assistance as well as logistical support for the conference.

The past two decades have been characterised by global geo-political restructuring.  National boundaries have become superfluous as space has become increasingly flexible and changeable. Important changes are occurring at the regional level, which have significant implications for democratic practices. 

The international colloquium focused on some critical reflections on democratic decentralisation and restructuring of regional and local government, drawing from experiences in France, Morocco and South Africa.  The intention was to set up a research network to bring together the skills of geographers from the three countries and from different institutions and countries.  The teams thus brought together all have considerable experience in local reconstruction largely due to their international, interdisciplinary work, especially with political scientists, especially with political sciences.
 
Some key themes of the colloquium included:

· territorial restructuring 
· border/boundary contestations

· decentralisation and democracy 

· transformation and toponomy 

· intergovernmental relations (power/resources/autonomy) 
· local and regional development strategies with specific reference to tourism
There were twenty seven presentations from scholars and senior students from South Africa, Morocco and France.  There was also a keynote address on local government reform in Europe and the implications for South Africa by Professor Norbert Kersting from Germany.  It will not be possible to discuss each paper because of time and space constraints.  Hence a thematic overview will be presented.
There is no aspect of territorial restructuring that can be understood without an understanding of the nature and operation of urban power structures and political processes.  PRIVATE 
 Political mechanisms and determine the broader social and economic workings of local society, as it is in the political structure (such as the city,  metropolitan or provincial council), that local policy is developed and implemented. In order to function effectively, local government or must be seen to be legitimate by being politically acceptable to the society it serves.  
In countries in both the North and South there has been a great deal of debate on issues relating to regional and local restructuring at provincial and local levels, and the redrawing of boundaries. Territorial regional restructuring in South Africa, Morocoo and France was driven by political, economic and social concerns.  Regional territorial restructuring is a highly politicised and contested process. Such territorial restructuring and boundary changes are often associated with a redistribution of political power and resources, with some institutions and parties benefiting, and others being disadvantaged.  
These issues were very evident in South Africa’s post apartheid regional provincial boundary delimitation.  In one of its briefing documents for its 52nd National Conference to be held in Decmber 2007, the ANC contends that “provincial government is … the only sphere whose actual need and existence is still contested ten years after democracy.”  Reasons for revisiting the provincial debate include issues relating to costs, duplication, failure to deliver, and competing centres of power. 
Associated with the issue of regional restructuring is the devolution of power and resources.  Quite often there is some devolution of power, without and resources. Local authorities then have to generate their own funding.  Hence, local authorities do not have the resources to provide basic funding and often resort to the privatization of basic services.  This means that poor people are further marginalized and excluded as was illustrated in the case of the privatization of  transport.  Hence, the poor bear the brunt of restructuring strategies, and socio-spatial inequalities were increasing in South Africa, France and Morocco.  The privatisation of basic services militates against the aim to build an inclusive society.
A major strategy to generate jobs and reduce inequality in South Africa and Morocco is local economic development (LED).   It has been widely claimed that LED would increase employment opportunities and the local tax base by making the city's business climate more 'attractive' to mobile capital. Growth coalitions and partnerships were formed between the public and private sectors to facilitate development projects.  However, there is a view that such partnerships compromise democracy as the financial viability of local authorities are dependent  on business decisions of  the private sector.  
Tourism is one of the most prominent LED strategies. Tourism is one of the most important and fastest growing industries in the world.  As a service industry it is generally argued that tourism is labour‑intensive, and that one of the major impacts of tourism development, especially at a regional and local level, is job creation.  However, tourism related employment is often regarded as low-paying, low-skilled, seasonal and unstable.  Also, the multiplier effects of tourism seldom reaches the poor, and this evident in research conducted in both South Africa and Morocco.  Quite often the principles relating to the protection of heritage and ecology are violated in the pursuit of profits by multinationals.  In the majority of such projects there was little or no public participation.
Public participation, or the lack thereof , is an important concern in regional and local territorial restructuring and local development projects.  However, community and political organisations were normally included in redevelopment projects in order to legitimize such enterprises. By working with community organisations, the redevelopment efforts of elites appeared to be a civic campaign on behalf of the citizens, rather than a conspiracy of private interests.  Greater emphasis should be placed on policies that sustain growth through redistribution. This can be done by implementing linkage policies which guarantee that benefits are channelled directly to the disadvantaged communities. If such policies are to be effective, then business needs to commit much greater resources to community development projects than in the past.  
There have been suggestions that South Africa’s democratic transition has been largely technocratic – governed by bureaucratic laws and rules which have seriously limited democratic participation.  In the political arena in South Africa, for example, there was concern that elected representatives appear to be accountable to politically appointed bureaucrats higher up in the hierarchy, rather than the latter being accountable to the former.  This was attributed to the nature of the electoral system. It has been argued that the proportional representational (PR) system favours loyalty to party over that of constituency.  The counter view is that the PR system allows for more direct intervention, for example, in addressing gender and social equity in representation.  There was further undermining of democracy with the floor-crossing legislation which allowed political representatives to switch party affiliation without losing their seats.  
One of the main challenges of the CORUS programme is to establish genuine research co-operation – including student exchanges – between all the teams.  Notwithstanding financial and language constraints, this was overcome to a significant extent.  The colloquim concluded with some suggestions as to how the networks established could be sustained in the future.

